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Introduction 

Grew up in Lancaster County 

Virginia Tech Alumni   

VCE Extension Agent- 6 years 

Masters in Agriculture Education 

Focus in Agritourism Safety 

VAFB Young Farmer 



Objectives

Virginia Agritourism:

Definition 

Importance

Impact

Opportunities 

Questions 



Agriculture + Tourism 

“Any activity carried out on a farm or ranch that allows 

members of the general public, for recreational, 

entertainment, or educational purposes, to view or enjoy 

rural activities, including farming, wineries, ranching, 

historical, cultural, harvest-your-own activities, or natural 

activities and attractions. An activity is an agritourism

activity whether or not the participant paid to participate 

in the activity.” (Code of Virginia § 3.2-6400).

Virginia Decoded. (2008). Definitions. Retrieved January 16, 2017, from https://vacode.org/2016/3.2/V/64/3.2-6400/. 

https://vacode.org/2016/3.2/V/64/3.2-6400/


Virginia Agritourism Industry

Source: VDACS Virginia-Grown 2013; Pickyourown.org; extension agent correspondence (ArcMap 10.1)



Agritourism

Bed & breakfast 

Trail rides 

Breweries & wineries 

Fall festivals

Corn mazes

Hay rides

U-picks or cut your own 

Farm stores & markets

Weddings 

Walker, M. (2009). Agritourism: Ideas and Resources. 

Retrieved January 16, 2017, from 

https://pubs.ext.vt.edu/310/310-004/310-004.html.

Magnini, V., Calvert, E., & Walker, M. (2017). The Economic and 

Fiscal Impacts of Agritourism in Virginia. Retrieved on March 4, 

2017, from https://www.vatc.org/wp-

content/uploads/2017/06/TheEconomicAndFiscalImpactsOfAgrit

ourismInVirginia.pdf.





Why Agritourism? 

Additional income

Market farm products

To share a lifestyle 

Provide service/opportunity to 

the community

Educational/experiencing 

something new

Enjoying the outdoors

Fun/entertainment

Live close by/passing through/ 

visiting friends or family in the 

area

Availability of good food, fiber, 

and/or wine

Bonding with family and 

friends 

Magnini, V., Calvert, E., & Walker, M. (2017). The Economic and Fiscal Impacts of  Agritourism in Virginia. Retrieved 

on March 4, 2017, from 

https://www.vatc.org/wpcontent/uploads/2017/06/TheEconomicAndFiscalImpactsOfAgritourismInVirginia.pdf.



Impact

Magnini, V., Calvert, E., & Walker, M. (2017). The Economic and Fiscal Impacts of  Agritourism in Virginia. Retrieved 

on March 4, 2017, from 

https://www.vatc.org/wpcontent/uploads/2017/06/TheEconomicAndFiscalImpactsOfAgritourismInVirginia.pdf.



VA Agritourism Growth



VA Agritourism



Visitor Spending 



Opportunities

Liability

Insurance 

Safety 



Visitor Safety Concerns

Unfamiliar with agriculture 

Looking for a babysitter

Easily distracted

The rules “don’t apply to me”

Common sense is “dead” 

National Children's Center 





Insurance

Need insurance 

Walkthroughs



Safety

Walkthroughs

Training 

Signage (words and pictures)

Farm layout   



General Farm Safety

Equipment 

Fire Extinguisher 

Chemical Storage 

Livestock 

Ponds/Water

First Aid Kit

Emergency Plan 



Getting Started 

Business Plan

Layout of farm 

Check Zoning and Planning/Permits

Insurance/Walkthrough

Other agritourism operations near you

Partnerships

Have fun 



#Agritourism2020



Adapting to COVID-19 

Expanded: 

PPE utilization 

Social media presence 

Website applications

Virtual field trips   

Ticketing programs 

Informational signage

Local food interest



Photos from 

Browder’s Fresh 

Pickins in 

Smithfield, Virginia. 



Springfield Distillery shifts 

production to hand 

sanitizer in Halifax, 

Virginia. 

Springfield Distillery shifts production to 

hand sanitizer | Coronavirus | yourgv.com

http://www.yourgv.com/coronavirus/springfield-distillery-shifts-production-to-hand-sanitizer/article_5ccfed76-6e10-11ea-bcb0-cf679041c8c0.html


Bumper Year! 

U-picks, meat markets, farm stands, 

etc. 

Average or better sales 

Increased exposure (outside and   

local)

Adapted via:

Adding online ordering

Pick up times/drive thru

Assigned picking times or areas

Partnerships with local 

businesses 



Challenging Year…

Event Based Operations like:

Breweries, Vineyards, Wedding Venues, 

Festivals, etc. 

Hit very hard with restrictions 

Many temporary closed

Defaulted contracts

Diminished foot traffic

Event re-scheduling or cancelation 



Maybe Next Year? 

Personal Choice

Liability concern

COVID-19 risks

Online marketing??? 



Cultivating 2021! 

Adaptation and creativity 

Activity diversification 

Plentiful PPE 

Hope for the best, plan for the worst   



Resources

https://ext.vt.edu/agricultur

e/agritourism.html

https://safeagritourism.org/

https://ext.vt.edu/agriculture/agritourism.html
https://safeagritourism.org/


Farm Emergency Plan
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